THE  VICTORIANS  AND  AFTER
as early as Pugin, it became a moral principle This thread permeated much of the thought of the period., thiough manifestations as different as the writings of Gobbelt and the productions of the Oxford Movement, but always as a protest against actual conditions, intellectual or physical We see it not only in Morris, strangely enough in a self-styled adherent of Marx, but in Tennyson, Ruskin, and Arnold, and in historians such as Freeman It is lamentably evident in much of the architecture of the time, the pity of it being that its most lugubrious manifestations should have coincided with the growth of popular education, making school unnecessarily repellent, and spoiling hundreds of charming villages with hideously gloomy structures Medievalism continued on through the Guild Socialism of the Edwardian period, persisting in our own day in some economic reformers, in Mr. Belloc, in G K Chesterton, and in the Thomist revivalists It constitutes one of the back currents in opposition to the idea of progress x
How far it owed its strength and persistence to the Oxford Movement it is difficult to judge Known at first as the Trac-tanan movement, later as Puseyism, this internal revolution in the Church figures as the most important centre of intellectual ferment in the early Victorian age It is difficult for us, a hundred years later, to appreciate the heat engendered by the issues which later turned to questions of ritual and vestments, this violent quarrel of surplices or no surplices, this partisanship over various differences of opinion We come to forget that "Pusey was never a Puseyite" It produced little literature that we now read, except for what Newman wrote; but in the days when tracts and sermons were common mental food, it had great literary importance The reasons why it caused so much excitement become a little clearer if we try to analyse its emotional ingredients. It was partly an attempt to claufy the religious confusion of the time, a crusade against somnolence and dogmatic indifference The spur to this, possibly, was Catholic Emancipation
1A possible view is, that faced with the horrors of the Industrial Revolution, and thinking the price paid for progress too high, some were pamc-stncken, and tried to bolt backwards through history
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